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Dorset’s expanded vaccination service 
 
Stakeholder briefing 2 – 15.12.2021 
 
What we are offering and how it will work 
 
Dorset’s health and care system is expanding the Covid-19 vaccination programme 
with a range of activities which will give eligible local people the chance to grab their 
jab, whether first, second or booster. 
 
We are working to: 

• Offer the vaccination to everyone who is eligible by 31 December; 

• Deliver the vaccination to everyone who takes up the offer in that time. 
 
Some sites, particularly those led by GPs, will contact people direct to arrange an 
appointment. Other sites, including vaccination centres, pharmacies and some GP 
services, can be booked on the national booking system. 
 
The National Booking System (119) will open up to the various cohorts in sequence 
– this will happen quickly across the coming days. If you are not yet eligible the site 
will tell you that you can’t yet book using this service. By Christmas the system 
should be open to everyone who is eligible. 
 
If a site local to you does not show on the system it means there are currently no 
slots available. Keep checking as more are being added all the time. 
 
Prioritising more vulnerable people 
 

• People who are housebound or live in care homes are being prioritised 
through a separate programme; 

• Cohorts 1-4 (those aged over 70, clinically extremely vulnerable or working in 
health and care) have been receiving their booster jab since September and 
there has been 89% uptake. We continue to prioritise these cohorts, 
particularly through GP services. 

 
How we are expanding the programme 
 
Capacity is increasing in GP-led Primary Care Networks and community pharmacies 
providing 1,000s more appointment slots across the county. Some PCNs may run 
walk-in services. 
 
We are currently running two vaccination centres – at King’s Park Hospital, 
Bournemouth and Vespasian House, Dorchester. Both of these centres have 
extended their hours to offer more appointments. The hours may vary depending on 
available staffing but the aim is to be open from 8am to 8pm seven days a week. 
They will open every day except Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
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We are opening two new centres in the Poole area and appointments for these 
should be available on the National Booking System. These will be released when 
we have confirmed that we have sufficient staff in place. 
 
We are working towards setting up six further vaccination centres around the county 
which will also provide outreach pop-up clinics in a range of community locations. 
These hubs will be in Beaminster, Bournemouth, Bridport, Sherborne, Sturminster 
Newton and Weymouth.  
 
The slots available will be proportionate the local population in these areas and will 
include weekend and evening appointments where possible, depending on available 
staffing. 
 
Offers of help 
 
We have received many offers of help around sites, staffing and other aspects of the 
programme – thank you to everyone who has contacted us. We’re working through 
this and matching the offers to what we need across the county. 
 
Communications 
 
We will ensure there are regular briefings for stakeholders as the programme 
develops. This is a fast-moving picture so we will add new information as it emerges. 
We are working with communications leads across the system to ensure we can get 
the key messages out to the public as quickly and as widely as possible. We are also 
working with the local media to ensure they can also provide the correct information 
to public. We will be asking for spokespeople from all parts of the system to help us 
spread the message and support the NHS to roll out this ambitious programme. 
 
 
 


