
 

  

 

 

 

 

*NEWS RELEASE* 

 

Ref:  Social Media Christmas Campaign – Stop Loan Sharks 

  

Date: Monday 27 November 2017 

 

USE: IMMEDIATE   

 
CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED TO 

CRACKDOWN ON LOAN SHARKS 
 

LOAN sharks are being targeted as part of a nation-wide social media Christmas 
campaign.  
 
With the festive season fast approaching, the Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT) are 
urging families to not borrow from loan sharks amid fears a small loan could lead to 
massive repayments in the New Year. 
 
The IMLT – a national team that investigate and prosecute loan sharks – work closely 
with the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), local Trading Standards and the Police to 
crackdown on illegal money lending. 
 
The IMLT are launching a social media campaign to give users advice on how to avoid 
falling victim to loan sharks and report illegal money lending in their area. 
 
The campaign will run from Monday 4 to Friday 8 December and will consist of tweets, 
advice articles and media links being shared from the Stop Loan Sharks Facebook 
page and Twitter account.  
 
To spread awareness of the support available to loan shark victims, Facebook users 
are being encouraged to add the Stop Loan Sharks frame to their profile picture. The 
frame features the IMLT 24-hour hotline number; victims and worried family members 
can call this number to seek advice and support concerning loan sharks. 
 
Tony Quigley, Head of the Illegal Money Lending Team, said:  
 

“Christmas can be a difficult time for some families; the cost and added 
pressures may tempt some people into borrowing from a loan shark. This 
timely campaign will hopefully make people think twice before using an illegal 
money lender. We are encouraging those in the grip of a loan shark to come 
forward and speak to us; our confidential Stop Loan Sharks hotline will be 



 

  

active over Christmas and New Year. 
 
“Loan sharks are criminals who prey on vulnerable communities and fleece 
their victims out of hard earned cash, often through intimidation and violence. If 
you or someone you know has been the victim of a loan shark, we urge you to 
seek help by contacting us on 0300 555 2222 or visit www.stoploansharks.uk.”  

 
The IMLT’s word of warning is: it’s not about what’s under the tree this Christmas but 
who’s around it – don’t let a loan shark be one of those people.   
 
With an estimated 310,000 households in the UK borrowing from loan sharks every 
year, the team are warning people to avoid unauthorised lenders at all costs amid 
fears that illegal loans could result in hard up families repaying the lender into the New 
Year and beyond.  
 
The team will be running a ‘Guess Sharky’s Location’ social media competition next 
week. A picture of IMLT mascot “Sid the Shark” will be posted on Facebook and 
Twitter Monday-Friday; users will have to guess Sid’s location right in order to be 
entered into a prize draw to win a £50 One4all gift card. There are 4 gift cards up for 
grabs; winners will be announced on Monday, 11 December.   
 
How to spot a loan shark this Christmas 
 
A loan shark might: 
 

 Offer little or no paperwork on a loan, such as a credit agreement or record of 
payments 

 Refuse to give borrowers information, such as the interest rate or how much 
you owe 

 Take items as security, such as passports, bank cards and driving licenses 

 Increase the debt or add additional charges at any time 

 Refuse to allow you to settle your debt 

 Get nasty – they might use intimidation, threats or violence to enforce 
repayment 
 

ENDS 

Competition contestants must be following the IMLT on Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/stoploansharksproject) and Twitter (@LoanSharkNews) and 

guess Sid the Shark’s location right to be entered into the prize draw.  

Notes to editors: 

For more information on this release, please contact the Illegal Money Lending Team’s Press 

Officer Holly-Leigh Luckman on 0121 464 4699 or email holly.luckman@birmingham.gov.uk  

To speak to the National Trading Standards Board with a more general enquiry please call 020 

7025 7570 or e-mail nationaltradingstandards@grayling.com.  

The National Trading Standards Board is a group of senior and experienced local government 

heads of trading standards, representing all trading standards services across England and 

Wales. The Board has been set up by the Government as part of changes to the consumer 

protection landscape and an enhanced role for trading standards.  

http://www.stoploansharks.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stoploansharksproject
mailto:holly.luckman@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:nationaltradingstandards@grayling.com


 

  

The National Trading Standards Board provides leadership influence, support and resources to 

help combat consumer and business detriment locally, regionally and nationally. 

The Stop Loan Sharks Project consists of three Illegal money lending teams in England, 

Scotland and Wales.  The National Trading Standards Board has responsibility for the England 

and Wales Illegal Money Lending Teams that are hosted by Birmingham City Council and 

Cardiff Council. There are separate arrangements in place in Scotland.  

Nationally, Illegal Money Lending Teams have secured more than 380 prosecutions for illegal 

money lending and related activity, leading to nearly 328 years’ worth of custodial sentences. 

They have written off £72.5 million worth of illegal debt and helped over 27,000 victims. 

The Illegal Money Lending Teams in England and Wales work in partnership with local Trading 

Standards Authorities in their related countries. They consist of specialist officers who 

investigate and prosecute illegal money lending and related activity and LIAISE officers who 

support victims and raise awareness of the dangers of borrowing from illegal money lenders. 

 


