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Chair’s Report
By Mona Elkotory, our acting Chair. 

Salam reader! This is an Arabic word meaning peace.

I welcome you all to our 2017 newsletter on behalf of 
the South West Dorset Multicultural Network.

The SWDMN exists to bring together people from black 
and minority ethnic groups, to celebrate our cultural 
diversity.

As I write, parliament has just 
passed the Brexit Bill and Nicola 
Sturgeon has signalled her 
intention to hold a second Scottish 
referendum. These seismic 
changes to the political landscape 
have significant implications for 
Dorset, for the country as a whole 
and not least for the 3 million EU 
nationals living in the UK.

The work of the Network 
in promoting diversity and 
inclusion remains as important 
as ever if not more so. It is with 
great pleasure therefore that 
I have the opportunity to reflect on the 
excellent work of the Network over the past year and 
to outline some of our plans for the forthcoming year.

We started 2017 with a successful and well attended 
event to remember the victims of the Holocaust 
and other genocides, at which Harry Grenville, who 
escaped Nazi persecution by coming to the UK on the 
Kindertransport , was a speaker. Mr Grenville shared his 
experiences and spoke poignantly about reconciliation 
and forgiveness. 

The SWDMN is now busy planning for a series of events 
for this year, starting on 10th June in the Borough 
Gardens to celebrate Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
History month, when we will have the opportunity to 

learn about the rich culture and history of these 
communities. 

We will then support and participate in the One 
World Festival, which takes place  - again in the  
Borough Gardens – in August.

As in previous years, we will later also plan and 
organise for Black History Month in October. The 
2016 event was a great success with over 200 
people attending. It was particularly memorable 

through the participation 
of an inspirational lady, 
Elizabeth Anionwu, one 
of the country’s leading 
black nurses, whom we 
had invited to talk about 
the mixed blessings she had 
received from her difficult and 
turbulent life which resulted in 
significant achievement.

Finally , it has been a privilege 
for me personally to get to 
know some new members 
of our community who have 
settled in Dorset, having 
escaped the horrors of the Civil 
War in Syria. 

I couldn’t be prouder to feed back to you how 
overwhelmed they have been by the warmth 
and generosity of your welcome and also how 
much they truly appreciate the enormous 
support, compassion and kindness shown by the 
community; this has demonstrated British values 
at their best. 

We are always keen to hear your views and ideas, 
and we welcome your feedback on the work of 
the SWDMN. If you’d like to get in touch please 
contact Rachelle Smith, our secretary, rachelle@
onetel.com



Gypsy, 
Roma,
Traveller event returns 
to Borough Gardens!

Saturday 10 June 2017, 
12 midday to 4pm

Borough Gardens in Dorchester will once again 
play host to the increasingly popular Gypsy, 
Roma Traveller event to celebrate Gypsy Roma 
Traveller History Month. 

Gypsy, Roma and Travellers are the largest 
ethnic minority community in the European 
Union with over 12million people. However 
they are also the most marginalised and 
continue to suffer extreme levels of prejudice 
and discrimination. Started in 2008, Gypsy 
Roma Traveller History Month seeks to 
highlight and help raise awareness of these 
communities and their valuable contributions 
to our society. 

SWDMCN have the pleasure of celebrating 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller history and culture 
in Dorset with its free family event that grows 
in popularity year on year. The afternoon will 
include the opportunity to explore the history 
and culture of Dorset’s Romany people and try 
out some traditional Gypsy skills such as willow 
weaving and flower making. There will be a 
range of displays and photographs as well as 
live music. This will be a great family event and 
a chance to learn more about Dorset’s local 
history and the valuable contribution Gypsy, 
Roma and Traveller people have made.

Follow us on Facebook for all the latest 
information about this event. We are currently 
looking for help on the day so please contact 
us if you would like to volunteer!

Holocaust Memorial Day Event 2017

On Friday 27 January 2017 the community 
of Dorchester and surrounding areas came 
together to mark Holocaust Memorial day at 
the Corn Exchange.

There was standing room only as the event has 
grown over the past 7 years and is attracting 
greater numbers of people each year.

Mona Elkotory (Interim Chair of the Network) 
welcomed the packed audience to this year’s 
event, the theme of which was “How can life 
go on?”

The audience heard from local resident Harry Grenville, who 
came to Britain as part of the Kindertransport initiative. http://
hmd.org.uk/genocides/kindertransport-refugees

We also heard from a number of others including a contribution 
from Dorset Police for the need to report ‘Hate Crime’ and the 
children from two local schools, Thomas Hardye and Sunninghill. 
Their talks held the room entranced as they spoke about their 
understanding of the Holocaust and what it means for them 
now and in the future.

Probably the most harrowing story to hear was that of Feraz, 
who recently fled Syria, with his wife and two young children. 
His words “When you leave you leave everything behind, friends 
and relatives, your community. You become a shadow, you live 
like a shadow. “ 

Irwin Buchanan, the Chief Officer of the International Care 
Network, said it was expected that around a dozen refugee 
families would arrive in Dorset this year.  

Summing up, Rachelle Smith from the SWDMN said we had 
to decide how we would take action, whether by supporting 
refugees, reporting hate crime, challenging Holocaust denial. We 
must ensure genocides do not take place again and the way we 
can do that is by challenging all forms of prejudice. 

Barbara Cohen from the SWDMN closed the event with a poem 
written by Gillian Clarke called ‘Birdsong’



Celebrate! Events

We reported in our Winter 2016 Newsflash 
that Dorset Race Equality Council had been 
awarded some Big Lottery ‘Celebrate!’ 
funding to run a series of events across 
the county that bring together members 
of our communities from diverse ethnic, 
cultural and religious backgrounds. 
Planning for the events is progressing 
well and there are two scheduled in our 
area for this summer: one in Chapelhay 
Community Garden, Weymouth, on 
Sunday 2nd July and another at the Court 
Orchard Oval in Bridport on the weekend 
of 19th August. The Race Equality Council 
is keen to make contact with Weymouth, 
Portland and Bridport residents from 
diverse backgrounds who would like to be 
involved in the celebrations: showcasing 
traditional arts and customs, or helping to 
prepare a feast 

SWDMN AGM May 18th 6.00pm – 
8.00pm Dorchester Town Hall

Including speakers from newly arrived refugees in the area talking on 

“From Syria to Dorset”
You are invited to our AGM where, in addition to the usual business, 
you will be able to hear the experiences of new members of our 
community , who have arrived into the safety of Dorset from the 
horrors of Syria. There will be (Syrian) refreshments before the meeting 
and an opportunity to mingle afterwards. 

At the formal part of the meeting, we will present the accounts, give 
an account of the past year’s activities, and , most importantly, elect 
our trustees. 

If you are interested in becoming a trustee and joining our committee, 
please contact the secretary, Rachelle Smith on rachelle@onetel.com 
to find out more. If you would like to volunteer to help at our events 
or with our newsletters, press releases or in any other way, but would 
rather not be a trustee, again please contact us. We will be delighted 
to hear from you!


